	St George’s CE Primary: Nursery Termly End Points 

	Our Nursery termly end points set out the key knowledge, skills and behaviours we want children to develop over time and explain why particular learning is prioritised at different points in the year. They ensure clear progression across Nursery and support children to build strong foundations for future learning.
The ‘what’ of our Nursery curriculum is informed by the age‑related expectations outlined in Birth to Five Matters, ensuring learning is developmentally appropriate and responsive to children’s needs. The ‘how’ of our curriculum is delivered through consistent routines and high‑quality adult‑led and play‑based experiences that support children’s curiosity, confidence and independence. While termly end points provide structure and ambition, we recognise that children develop at different rates, and learning is not linear; therefore, progression is flexible and responsive, guided by each child’s individual starting points and needs. 

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Communication and Language:
Termly End Points 
	Children begin to listen, respond and communicate in familiar routines, stories, songs, rhymes and play. They are on track if they can show interest in sounds, songs and rhymes, listen to adults reading stories, recognise and respond to familiar sounds, follow simple instructions linked to action words, and use language to share feelings, experiences and thoughts. This secures the Strong Foundations priority of developing early communication through warm adult interactions, repeated routines, stories, songs, rhymes and language-rich play.
	Children develop stronger attention, understanding and spoken language in small-group, story and play contexts. They are on track if they can listen to others when interested, understand simple who, what and where questions, learn and use new words, use longer sentences, talk about past experiences, understand simple concepts and familiar objects, and use talk in pretend play. This strengthens children’s foundations by building vocabulary, sentence development, story recall, shared attention and purposeful talk through adult modelling and high-quality interaction.
	Children use talk with increasing confidence to explain, question, retell and connect ideas. They are on track if they can join in with repeated refrains, anticipate key events in rhymes and stories, focus attention and shift when needed, follow directions and instructions with more elements, understand prepositions, begin to understand why and how questions, use more complex sentences, explain what is happening and begin to use a range of tenses. This supports children to apply communication and language skills more independently across learning and play, preparing them for Reception.

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Termly End Points
	Children begin to feel safe, settled and secure in Nursery. They are on track if they can build relationships with familiar adults, separate from carers with support, begin to make choices, express preferences and seek comfort when needed. This secures the foundations for emotional security, belonging and readiness to learn.
	Children develop greater confidence in relationships, play and routines. They are on track if they can share experiences with adults and peers, begin to play alongside or with others, show empathy, express a wider range of feelings and start to understand that actions can affect others. This strengthens the foundations for cooperation, self-awareness and emotional understanding.
	Children show increasing independence, confidence and awareness of others. They are on track if they can try new things, ask adults for help, consider other people’s needs, begin to manage impulses, adapt to routines and start to resolve simple conflicts with adult support. This prepares children for Reception by developing independence, self-regulation, positive relationships and confidence in social situations.

	Physical Development Termly End Points  
	Children begin to develop control, balance and confidence in basic movements and self-care routines. They are on track if they can sit comfortably, stand, squat, run safely, jump with both feet, move to music, turn pages in a book, feed themselves, drink with control, begin to communicate toileting needs and seek adult support when they recognise danger. This secures the foundations for physical confidence, independence, safety and readiness to learn.
	Children develop greater coordination, spatial awareness and independence in movement, tools and self-care. They are on track if they can walk, run and climb on different levels, use wheeled toys, kick, throw and begin to catch a large ball, show increasing control with tools and mark-making equipment, begin to show a dominant hand, wash and dry hands, manage some toileting needs and put on or take off simple clothing with growing independence. This strengthens the foundations for gross motor control, fine motor development, hygiene and self-care.
	Children move with increasing confidence, control and awareness of risk. They are on track if they can negotiate space safely, climb and balance with increasing stability, move in a range of ways, throw and catch larger objects, create lines and circles, manipulate tools with one hand, describe how physical activity affects their body, identify body parts, dress with help and take practical action to use equipment and tools safely. This prepares children for Reception by developing strength, coordination, independence, early mark-making control and safe physical choices.

	Literacy: 
Reading Termly End Points

	Children develop early listening and sound awareness through rhyme, songs and oral blending. They are on track if they can tune into familiar sounds and begin to hear the same initial sound in words or object names.
	Children strengthen their phonemic awareness and begin to recognise and articulate more sounds. They are on track if they can identify initial sounds in words and object names, distinguish between different sounds, blend a wider range of CVC words orally, recognise the initial sound in their name, and begin to recognise the capital letter that starts their name.
	Children apply their sound awareness more confidently during play and adult-led activities. They are on track if they can identify initial and some final sounds in words and objects, articulate sounds correctly, orally blend a wider range of words during play, and match their name to their picture with increasing independence.

	Literacy:
Writing Termly End Points 
	Children begin to explore mark-making and understand that different marks can be made in different ways. They are on track if they can distinguish between the marks they make, enjoy drawing or writing on paper, screens and different textures, and begin to make marks in response to their experiences.
	Children begin to use marks and drawings to communicate meaning in play and storytelling. They are on track if they can make up stories, play scenarios and drawings from experiences, sometimes give meaning to their drawings and paintings, include mark-making and early writing in their play, and imitate adults’ writing using continuous lines, shapes and symbols from left to right.
	Children begin to show awareness that print, symbols and letter-like shapes carry meaning. They are on track if they can show interest in letters on a keyboard, identify letters from their own name or familiar words, attempt to write their name or other names and words using lines, circles, curves or letter-type shapes, and begin to use letter-type shapes to represent initial sounds in familiar words.

	Mathematics Termly End Points 
	Children begin to explore early number, shape, space, measure and pattern through practical play. They are on track if they can respond to words such as lots, more and same, say some counting words, begin to subitise 1, 2 and 3, explore filling and emptying containers, fit shapes into spaces, build simple structures, join in with repeated rhymes or routines, and begin to make their own simple arrangements or patterns.
	Children develop greater confidence using number language, spatial language, shape and comparison in play. They are on track if they can use some number names in order, begin to recognise numerals, take or give 2 or 3 objects from a group, respond to and use positional language, explore routes and spaces, choose shapes for a purpose, compare size, length, weight and capacity, and begin to sort, match and compare collections.
	Children apply early mathematical thinking more confidently in meaningful routines, play and problem-solving. They are on track if they can count up to 5 objects using one number for each item, understand that the last number counted tells how many there are, link numerals with amounts up to 5, compare two small groups, separate and recombine small groups, create and extend simple patterns, recall sequences of events, and use shapes to build, partition and combine with increasing purpose.

	Understanding the World Termly End Points
	Children begin to make sense of their immediate family, familiar people, occupations, pets and everyday experiences. They are on track if they can talk about their family and pets, imitate familiar actions and events in pretend play, begin to form friendships, show interest in familiar people and different occupations, explore small world play based on first-hand experiences, and begin to use simple digital equipment, water play and low-technology resources with adult support.
	Children develop a wider awareness of special events, family customs, familiar places and how things work. They are on track if they can recognise and describe special times or events for family or friends, remember and talk about significant events in their own experience, enjoy joining in with family customs and routines, comment on and ask questions about their familiar world, talk about why things happen and how things work, and operate simple mechanical or digital equipment.
	Children begin to compare themselves with others, notice detailed features of the world around them and understand living things and simple change over time. They are on track if they can talk about what makes them unique, describe similarities and differences between themselves, family and friends, talk about plants, animals, natural and found objects they have observed, show care for living things and the environment, begin to understand growth, decay and changes over time, explore cause and effect through materials, and know that information can be found using digital devices or the internet with adult support.

	Expressive Art and Design Termly End Points 
	Children begin to explore sound, music, materials and imaginative play. They are on track if they can join in with songs, create sounds by rubbing, shaking, tapping, striking or blowing, show interest in instruments and sound makers, use everyday materials to represent their ideas and experiences, and begin to make believe through sounds, movements, words and objects.
	Children develop confidence in using colour, movement, rhythm, construction and imagination to express ideas. They are on track if they can explore colour in different ways, use 2D and 3D structures to express ideas, create rhythmic sounds and movements, join in with dancing and ring games, experiment with changing sounds and movements, and create movement in response to music, stories and ideas.
	Children use tools, materials, sounds, movement and imaginative play with increasing purpose. They are on track if they can use lines to enclose spaces and represent actions or objects, use construction materials to join, stack, balance and create spaces, tap simple repeated rhythms, sing familiar or made-up songs, create sounds or drawings to accompany stories, use tools for a purpose, and use real or imaginary props to support play.



