	St George’s CE Primary: Reception Termly End Points 

	Our Reception termly end points set out the key knowledge, skills and behaviours we want children to develop across the year. They explain why particular learning is prioritised at different stages and show how learning builds progressively, supporting children to develop strong foundations that prepare them well for Year 1 and future learning.
The ‘what’ of our Reception curriculum is informed by the age‑related developmental guidance in Birth to Five Matters, alongside the Early Learning Goals, which describe expected outcomes at the end of the EYFS. The ‘how’ of our curriculum is delivered through consistent routines and high‑quality adult‑led and play‑based experiences that deepen understanding, build confidence and promote independence. 
While termly end points provide structure and ambition, we recognise that children develop at different rates and learning is not linear; therefore, teaching and provision remain flexible and responsive to individual starting points and needs. 

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Communication and Language:
Termly End Points 
	Children listen and respond in familiar routines, stories, rhymes and conversations. They are on track if they can listen in small groups and familiar routines, follow simple instructions, join in with repeated phrases in stories and rhymes, and use simple or increasingly longer sentences to talk about themselves, their play, needs and experiences. This secures the foundations of listening, attention and everyday talk.
	Children sustain attention for longer, follow more detailed instructions, ask questions and use talk to explain, imagine, organise play and develop their thinking. They are on track if they can follow two-part instructions, ask and answer questions, use newly taught vocabulary, explain what is happening or what might happen next, and use talk to organise play and thinking. This strengthens spoken language through vocabulary, questioning and explanation.
	Children listen, respond and contribute confidently in discussions. They are on track if they can follow stories without pictures, use relevant vocabulary from stories and wider learning, explain their thinking, retell familiar stories, organise ideas and feelings through talk, and hold back-and-forth conversations with adults and peers. This supports children to apply spoken language independently across learning and play.

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Termly End Points
	Children begin to feel secure, settled and confident in the Reception environment. They are on track if they seek support from familiar adults when needed, communicate their wants and needs, talk about themselves, their family and communities, and begin to recognise and name their feelings. This secures the Strong Foundations priority of children feeling safe, known and ready to learn through positive relationships, clear routines and adult support.
	Children develop confidence in relationships, play and group situations. They are on track if they form friendships, speak about their needs, interests and opinions in familiar groups, show increasing confidence in choosing resources and activities, begin to understand other people’s feelings, and talk about behaviour and consequences. This strengthens children’s social and emotional foundations by supporting self-regulation, empathy, independence, turn-taking and cooperative play.
	Children show increasing independence, resilience and emotional regulation. They are on track if they manage their feelings with growing confidence, persevere with chosen activities, describe what they can do well and what they are improving, understand fairness and behavioural expectations, resolve simple conflicts through sharing, negotiation or compromise, and begin to repair relationships when they have caused upset. This supports children to apply their personal, social and emotional skills independently across learning and play, preparing them for the ELGs and successful transition into Year 1.

	Physical Development Termly End Points  
	Children develop confidence in moving safely and independently in a range of ways. They are on track if they can move with increasing control through actions such as crawling, rolling, walking, running, jumping and hopping, begin to show a dominant hand, use simple tools with support, and develop independence with toileting, hygiene and daily routines. This secures the Strong Foundations priority of children being physically ready to learn through movement, self-care, safe routines and early fine motor control.
	Children develop greater control, coordination and confidence when using their bodies and tools. They are on track if they can experiment with different ways of moving, travel around and through equipment safely, begin to manage simple risks, handle tools and materials with increasing control, and understand that exercise, sleep, hygiene, drinking water and a healthy range of foods support good health. This strengthens children’s physical foundations by developing balance, coordination, hand strength, tool control and healthy habits.
	Children move with increasing skill, accuracy and independence across gross and fine motor activities. They are on track if they can negotiate space safely, adjust speed and direction, balance and climb with confidence, control objects when throwing, catching, kicking or pushing, hold a pencil effectively, form recognisable letters with increasing accuracy, and use tools such as scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery with care. This supports children to apply physical skills independently across learning and play, preparing them for the Gross Motor and Fine Motor ELGs and transition into Year 1.

	Literacy: 
Reading Termly End Points

	Children begin to secure the foundations of early reading through daily Little Wandle phonics, oral blending, decoding and shared reading. They are on track if they can recognise and say the Phase 2 grapheme-phoneme correspondences taught so far, orally blend and segment simple words, read simple CVC words, begin to read captions or short phrases, and recognise early tricky words. This secures the Strong Foundations priority of children developing secure phonics knowledge, listening skills, vocabulary and confidence with books.
	Children develop greater fluency and confidence in decoding. They are on track if they can read words containing the full Phase 2 GPCs and begin to apply Phase 3 digraphs and trigraphs. They read words with double letters and longer words, recognise more tricky words, and use their phonics to read matched decodable books with increasing independence. This strengthens the foundations of reading by ensuring children practise decoding, blending, prosody and comprehension using books matched closely to their phonics knowledge.
	Children apply their phonics knowledge more independently to read increasingly complex words and sentences. They are on track if they can review and apply Phase 3 securely, read words with two or more digraphs, words ending in -ing, compound words and words with s/es endings, and begin to read Phase 4 words. They read familiar tricky words, reread decodable books to build fluency, and talk about what they have read. This supports children to apply reading skills confidently across the curriculum and prepares them for the ELG and transition into Year 1.

	Literacy:
Writing Termly End Points 
	Children begin to understand that marks, drawings and writing can carry meaning. They are on track if they can give meaning to the marks they make, draw and talk about their ideas, begin to link some sounds to letters, write recognisable letters from their name or taught phonics, and attempt simple labels using their developing phonic knowledge. This secures the Strong Foundations priority of children developing the physical, language and phonics foundations needed for early writing.
	Children use their developing phonics and oral language to write for simple purposes. They are on track if they can hear and identify sounds in words, represent sounds with taught letters, write recognisable letters in sequence, write their name with increasing accuracy, and write simple labels or captions linked to their play, stories and wider learning. This strengthens the foundations of writing by connecting spoken language, vocabulary, phonics, letter formation and meaningful mark-making.
	Children write for a wider range of purposes with increasing independence. They are on track if they can create simple texts such as cards, lists, invitations, tickets, story maps, captions and short sentences, spell words by identifying sounds and representing them with letters, form most recognisable letters correctly, and write simple phrases or sentences that can be read by others. This supports children to apply writing skills independently across learning and play and prepares them for the Writing ELG and transition into Year 1.

	Mathematics Termly End Points 
	Children secure early number, pattern and shape foundations through practical exploration. They are on track if they can match, sort and compare objects, identify and describe simple sets, compare amounts, recognise and represent 1, 2 and 3, and begin to explore circles, triangles and shapes with four sides. This secures the Strong Foundations priority of children developing deep early understanding through practical experiences, mathematical talk, routines, repetition and careful use of representations.
	Children deepen their understanding of numbers to 10 and begin to compare, compose and describe quantities, measures and shapes more confidently. They are on track if they can work with numbers 4 and 5, explore 0, represent and compare numbers to 8, investigate mass, capacity, length, height and time, build 9 and 10, and recognise and explore 3D shapes. This strengthens children’s mathematical foundations by developing number sense, comparison, composition, mathematical vocabulary and reasoning through hands-on learning.
	Children apply their mathematical understanding more independently across numbers, shape, pattern and problem solving. They are on track if they can count and represent numbers to 20 and beyond, explore adding and taking away through how many now?, manipulate, compose and decompose shapes and numbers, share and group objects, visualise, build and map, and make connections across their learning. This supports children to apply mathematical knowledge confidently across learning and play, preparing them for the Number and Numerical Patterns ELGs and transition into Year 1.

	Understanding the World Termly End Points
	Children begin to talk about themselves, their families, familiar people and their immediate environment. They are on track if they can join in with family customs and routines, talk about people who are familiar to them, show interest in different occupations, notice simple similarities and differences in people, places and objects, and begin to use simple technology or tools with adult support. This secures the Strong Foundations priority of building knowledge through first-hand experiences, stories, discussion, observation and carefully introduced vocabulary.
	Children develop a wider understanding of people, places, communities and the natural world. They are on track if they can talk about past and present events in their own lives and families, describe features of their immediate environment, notice similarities, differences, patterns and change in nature and living things, and use simple maps, plans or technology to explore and represent what they know. This strengthens children’s foundational knowledge by helping them connect personal experiences with new knowledge from stories, non-fiction, observation, visits, maps and discussion.
	Children apply their knowledge to compare communities, environments, living things and changes over time. They are on track if they can describe similarities and differences between themselves, families, cultures and traditions, talk about different religious or cultural communities, explain how environments vary, make observations of animals and plants, talk about why changes happen, and use technology with adult supervision to create, explore or find information. This supports children to use knowledge and vocabulary confidently across learning and play, preparing them for the Past and Present, People, Culture and Communities and The Natural World ELGs.

	Expressive Art and Design Termly End Points 
	Children begin to explore materials, tools, songs, dances and imaginative play with growing confidence. They are on track if they can use simple tools and materials to explore their ideas, join in with familiar songs and dances, engage in imaginative play based on their own or first-hand experiences, and use available resources or imaginary props to support play. This secures the Strong Foundations priority of giving children rich first-hand experiences, adult modelling, vocabulary and opportunities to communicate ideas creatively through music, movement, role play and materials.
	Children develop their own creative ideas through experimentation, representation and response. They are on track if they can use their growing knowledge of tools and materials to explore interests, respond imaginatively to artworks and objects, create representations of real and imaginary ideas, people and events, and build a wider collection of songs, dances and creative experiences. This strengthens children’s foundational knowledge by helping them practise techniques, make choices, express ideas, talk about their creations and connect creative work to stories, experiences and wider curriculum learning.
	Children use materials, movement, music, drama and imaginative play with increasing independence and intention. They are on track if they can choose particular movements, sounds, instruments, colours and materials for their own purposes, make music in different ways, combine art forms such as drawing and talking, moving and singing, or making and dramatic play, and work cooperatively to create and act out stories or narratives. This supports children to apply creative knowledge, skills and vocabulary independently, preparing them for the Creating with Materials and Being Imaginative and Expressive ELGs.




